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T may justly be expected, that a new periodical work should be 
introduced tothe public, by some account of its origin and design, 
and of the reasons and motives that have induced its publication, 
The proposal for attempting a work of this kind originated in a so- 
ciety of gentlemen, the duties of whose profession led them frequently 
to contemplate the moral miseries of their fellow men, and as fre- 
quently to lament their insensibility of them, and dreadful inattention 
to the means instituted for their remedy. A desire to join their fee- 
ble efforts to the exertions of many, already laudably employed, to 
check this growing evil, induced them to resolve to “bring out of 
their treasures things new and old,” and address them to the public 
through the medium of the press, Various considerations conspired 
to recommend a periodical pamphlet, and the nature and design of 
the undertaking dictated to give it the title and form of an Evangelical 
Magazine. Such publications have been attended with success, which 
indicates that they suit the taste and genius of the age. They admit 
a large subscription, and an extensive circulation ; so that they may 
be afforded at a price accommodated to the ability of all, who can 
afford to purchase any thing, to inform the mind, or mend the heart. 
From the diversity of subjects, and their unconnectedness with one 
another, and their usual brevity, they are adapted to desultory and 
unsteady kind of reading, to fill up the chasms of time with those 
whose employments do not demand constant attention ; and to furs’ 
nish the mind of those with useful instructions and reflections, who 
have no taste or inclination to peruse long and elaborate discussions, 
The subjects comprised within the limits of this publication will be 
miscellaneous, calculated to please as wellas instruct ; though its prin- 
cipal object is, to disseminate religious knowledge, and promote evan- 
gelical piety, to which object, it will be our endeavor, that every thing 
which is introduced, should be auxiliary ; carefully avoiding all per- 
sonal attacks, or acrimonious reflections on any sect or denomination 
of christians, and, as much as possible, those controversial points 
which alienate the sincere followers of Christ one from another, and 
obstruct the progress of real piety. They, upon whom the task is de- 
volved to furnish materials for the present year, can truly say that 
no expectation of reputation, nor desire of personal emoluments have 
entered into their views, ‘The Editors are unknown to the public, 
And the net proceeds of the work, if the subscription should be so 
extensive as to produce any, are to be added to the funds of the Pis- 
catagua Missionary Society, to aid that. institution in its charitable 
and benevolent designs. Our sole object is to use our feeble efforts, to 
extend useful knowlerlge, promote evangelical piety, and to endeavor, 
by the divine benediction, to make ourselves and our fellow-men wi- 
ser and better. 

We now present the public with the first number of the Piscatagua 
Evangelical Magazine, commending it, and our design to God, upon 
whom alone we would rely for aid and success, and we solicit the 
prayers of all christian people for a blessing upon our well meant how- 
ever feebie efforts, We also earnestly request all that assistance, 
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which the leisure, or ability of the friends improvement, religion, 
virtue, or science will enable them to give, to fill up, adorn, and ren- 
der useful the successive pages of this work. Judicious Essavs upon 
Religious, or Moral subjects, Biographical Sketches of Religious, or 
distinguished Characters, instructing Anecdotes, Remarkable Occur- 
rences in Providence, and indeed every thing that has a tendency to 
enlighten the human mind, to impress the conscience, to mend the 
heart, and reform the manners of man, will be thankfully received 
and duly noticed. 
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| PROPOSALS 
For publishing by Subscrifition, A Periodical Work, to be eniitled 


The Piscataqua Evangelical Magazine. 


—{——: 

Tt will be the object of the Ep1rrors who receive their appointment 
from the Piscatagua Association, by every exertion in their power, 
through this vehicle to convey that information to their fellow-men 
on religious truth and duty, which shall serve by the divine blessing, 
to enlighten the mind, impress the conscience, meliorate the heart, 
and improve the practice, 

As biographical sketches, historical scraps, and extracts from the 
diaries of the eminently pious are calculated to promote this design, 
these will occasionally be introduced. 

The Epirors solicit all the aid, which the friends of science, 
piety, and virtue, can give to this publication. 
CONDITIONS. 

I. The Piscataqua Evangelical Magazine shall be published once 
every two months, and each number shall contain forty pages. 

IJ: It shall be printed on good paper, and with a good type 

Ill. The price to subscribers shall be 124 cents, cach numbe r, to 
be paid on delivery. Any one who will be answerable for the pay- 
ment of twelve copies, shall be entitled to a thirteenth gratis. 

{V. The net proceeds of this work shall be added to the funds of 
the Piscatagua Missionary Society. 


At a Meeting of the Piscataqua Association of Ministers, No- 
vember 8, 1803. 

Voted, That the persons following be a committee, to complete 
the Constitution of the Piscataqua Missionary Society, and do all that 
is necessary to its publication and requisite to calting ‘the first meete 
ing of the society. 

Hon. DAVID SEWALL, 
Rev. JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, 
Rev. HUNTINGTON PORTER, 
BENJAMIN ABBOT, esq. 
Rey. JESSE APPLETON. 
Attest, 
J, BUCKMINSTER, Scrtde. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


Piscataqua Missionary Society. 


———a DD ae 
FOR the increase of knowledge and evangelical piety ; for the pro- 
motion of the present well being and eternal salvation of men ; 
from a consideration of the great number of those, who are in danger 
of perishing through lack of vision, among whom the divine word and 
ordinances cannot be statedly enjoyed ; from a desire that grace, 
mercy and fieace may be mulitfilied to them through the knowlege of 
God, and of Jesus Christ our Lord, we, a committee chosen for this 
purpose, by the Lower Piscataqua Associaiion of Ministers, on whom 
the preceding considerations have made a deep impression, beg leave 
to lay before the public, the following Constitucton of a Missionary 
Soctety. 

Article I. The Society to be denominated, Zhe Piscatagua Mis- 
sionary Society ; the Officers of which are to consist of a President, 
Secretary, and Board of Trustees, not exceeding seven, to be chosen 
annually, by ballot. 

II, The Trustees, thus chosen, shall appoint a Zreasurer, who 
shall give bonds for the faithful discharge ot the trust, in such sum as 
the said Trustees shall direct. 

III. The President, who may be chosen from the clergy, or laity, 
shall preside in the meetings, make drafts upon the Treasurer, ac- 
cording to the directions of the board of Trustees, and act as one of 
the ‘Trustees, a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum. 

IV. It shall be the duty of the Secretary, who is to be one of the 
Trustees, to enrol the names of the members, to record the proceed- 
ings of the Society, to file and preserve all papers and letters commit- 
ted to his care, to transcribe such as shall be judged suitable, or expe- 
dient to be made public ; and to be the organ of communication for 
the Society, in all correspondences relating to its interests, 

V. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take the charge of all 
the property of the Society, from whatever source arising ; to exhibit 
to the Society, at their annual meetings, and to the board of Trustees 
whenever required, a full and fair statement of his proceedings, and 
of the situation of their property ; and, at the expiration of the term 
for which he is appointed, to deliver over to his successor in office, all 
the Socicty’s property in his hands, or under his care. 

V1. Of the Trustees not more than ‘Aree, nor Jess than one, shall 
be appointed from the laity. ‘Their duty shall be to procure and ex- 
amine persons to be employed as missionaries ; to issue certificates of 
their appointment, and give letters of instruction and recommenda- 
tion ; to direct their itinerations ; to recal them when expedient ; to 
communicate to the Society, annually, an account of their missions and 
success ; and also to select books and pamphlets for distribution.— 
‘The Trustees will meet twice a year, and as much oftener as their 
President shall judge the interest of the institution reguires. In the 
appointment of missionaries, and selection of bocks, tracts, and 
pamphlets, for distribution, they will frequently advise and consult 
with the lower Piscataqua Association of ministers, 
















































8 CONSTITUTION. 


VII. The Society shall meet at Portsmouth, N. H. on the fire? 
Wednesday in May, annually, at 10 o’clock, A. M. At the annual 
meeting, a sermon will be delivered in public, and two preachers be 
appointed, by ballot, for the next year; the second of whom (if the 
first should not fail) shall be the first for the year next succeeding. 
The meetings of the Society and of the Trustees to be opened with 
yrayer. 

' VIII. In all transactions of the Society, a majority shall govern. 
Additions and alterations of this Constitution may be made, provided 
the same shall have been one year under consideration of the Society. 

IX. Any person may become a member of this Society, by subscrib- 
ing his name to this constitution, and paying to the Treasurer, for 
the purposes of the institution, ¢wo do//ars.—Each minister, belonging 
to the Society, will, at any time, admit members on the condition 
aforesaid. Each subscriber shall be held to pay two dollars, annually, 
to the treasurer, until he shall express, to the Secretary, in writing, 
a desire of beiag disconnected : which desire being thus expressed, 
the membership ceases of course. 

X. All monies received by members, are to be receipted for, and 
transmitted to the Treasurer ; whose.receipt is a discharge to the 
per-on paying the same. | 

XI. ‘fo preserve and perpetuate the institution, donations or be- 
guests are to constitute a Fund ; and one sixth part of the Annual 
interest or proceeds of the fund, thus constituted, shall be added tothe 
Capital. 

XII. The accompts of the Society shall be open to the inspection 
of all, who shall be desirous of examining them. 

XI. At each annual meeting of the Society, the Treasurer shall 
deliver to the Secretary a list of all donations received ; that a Rec- 
ord may be made thereof in the Society’s Books. 

XIV. In the choice of Missionaries, such will be preferred, who 
have been some time settled in the ministry, whose knowledge and ex- 
perience will afford them greater influence, and who may be ser- 
viceable in gathering Churches, and administring the ordinances : but 
piety, prudence, fortitude, and a well directed Zeal, are esteemed 
qualities /idisfensable for missionary employment. 

DAVID SEWALL, 

JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, 

BENJAMIN ABBOT, 

HUNTINGTON PORTER, 

JESSE APPLETON. 
—<—r 

Agreeably to the preceding Constitution, the Members of the Pis- 
cataqua Missionary Society met at Portsmouth, for the purpose of 
organizing the Society, in 1804, when the 

Hon. DAVID SEWALL, esq. was chosen President, 
Rev. JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, D. D. Secretary. 
Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 

JESSE APPLETON, 
— HUNTINGTON PORTER, 
— TIMOTHY ALDEN, jun. 
BENJAMIN ABBOTT, esq. 


NATHANIEL A. HAVEN, esq. was chosen Zreasure?. 


—_ 


Trustees. 


i?°The Society was in operation the last summer and a Missionary 
was employed, whose report will be given to the public in a future 
Number, 
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AN ADDRESS 


To Christians of every Denomination. 


eae GD 


BRETHREN, 
THE Religion of Jesus Christ was not, like that of Moses, exclu. 


sively designed for any particular place or nation. It is evidently 
the will of God that his glory, as displayed in this religion, should fill 
the whole earth. Agreeable to this comprehensive design, was the 


_ commission, which the Apostles received from their divine Master ; 


Go ye into all the world, and fireach the Gosfiel unto every crea- 
ture. 

It is extremely evident, that the gospel, hitherto, is fur from having 
spread to the extent designed : Zhe kingdoms of this world have not 
yet become the kingdoms of God and of his Christ, Itis but a com- 
paratively small portion of the world which acknowledges the Chris- 
tian Religion, in any form whatever. But however desirable it would 
be, that the Heathen should be given to Christ for an inheritance, 
and the uttermost farts of the earth for a frossession, there are, at 
present, many obstacles to such an event, and even to the introducing 
of the gospel among them, with probability of success. Many,among 


‘our own Citizens, however, are in a condition to claim christian char- 


ity. In the northern and thinly inhabited parts of New-Hampshire, 
and in the District of Maine, the means of evangelical instruction are 
very sparingly enjoyed. In such new settlements, it would perhaps — 
be impossible to enjoy a stated ministry, were it ever so much de- 
sired. 

Preachers, self authorised, ill-informed, of vagrant life, uncertain 

character, and erroneous principles, availing themselves of these cir- 
cumstances, rush in amang the scattered settlements, sow the seeds 
of religious discord, and disaffect the minds of people to a regular 
ministry ; insomuch that, when the inhabitants become sufficiently 
numerous to enjoy the stated dispensation of the gospel, they have lost 
their relish for so great a blessing. Thus the way is prepared for 
lasting confusion and impiety. 
_ To correct and remedy these evils ; to propagate the truth as it is 
in Jesus ; to do something towards the salvation of our perishing fel- 
low sinners, is the design of the preceding constitution ; a design, 
which, we are confident, will meet the approbation of the benevolent 
and pious, But we do not possess even the outward means of giving 
it success. For these, we must resort to public generosity. Those, 
whe are disposed to join our society, we gladly admit, agreeably to 
the foregoing constitution ; and, if any are charitably disposed to for- 
ward the important design in view, but cannot conveniently become 
members, or meet with us, we would thankfully acknowledge their 
contributions. 

The motives, by which we are actuated, we humbly conceive to be 
the following ; viz. a regard to the present state of society, and the 
welfare of immortal souls, 
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AN ADDRESS. 


As to the first, we are convinced that no instructions are so powers 
ful to regulate the human passions, reduce human pride and obsti- 
nacy, as the precepts of Christ. No man will be so likely to be an 
upright, peaceful citizen, and to discharge, with fidelity, relative and 
social duties, as he, whose heart is thoroughly impressed with the 
mighty doctrines of the Christian Faith. 

But, secondly, This is not our weightiest motive. We know that 
those, for whose benefits our exertions are designed, have immortal 
souls ; which souls must be saved or lost, 

In a few years, their probation, as well as ours, will be closed ; and 
how dreadful the thought, that any of them should perish forever, 
through the want of that instruction, which, with a little exertion on 
our part, might be afforded them ! 

Consider, for a moment, what kind of a religion that is, which we 
wish to propagate ;—a religion which the son of God came down 
from heaven to reveal ;—for the honor and spread of which, mira- 
cles were wrought, and miraculous power bestowed ! And if the gos- 
pel is of such unspeakable value as to have been propagated by the 
Floly Ghost sent down from Heaven, surely it is worth those endea- 
vors and those sacrifices, which we solicit. 

The particular times, in which we live, give additional weight to 
these motives. Violent exertions are making on the side of irreligion. 
Many are they who avowedly combine against the Lord, and against 
hismyointed, ‘They concentrate their strength with determined per- 

Ought men to steep, while the enemy is sowing tares ? 
iidren of this world forever be wiser than the children of 

the salvation of souls as strong an inducement to a good 
prostration of moral principle, and the ruin of souls can 
wicked ? 
ive great encouragement, in our present attempt, from @ 
ion of the extraordinary exertions to the same purpose, 
ing, both in Europe and America, “These exertions, saith 
table writer, appear to me promising indications, that God 
to accomplish some great and good work among our fallen 
erhaps the time to favor Zion, even the set time, is come. 
vy : We well know, that except the Lord build the house, 
they labour in vain, who build it : We bow our knees, therefore, to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, imploring that he 
would smile on our present undertaking, raise up persons possessed 
of firmness, zeal, prudence, piety, and a sound mind,—give us wis- 
dom to adopt the best measures, and enable us to make such disposal 
of your liberality, as will redound to the honor of his blessed Gospel 
and the salvation of men, 








